PEDESTAL 1

CBCS 98
Original Artist: Ray Thieme reported that this
was a grafted Hatanaka bonsai
(See Article)
Common Name: Trunk Prostrate Juniper
and Shimpaku juniper grafted foliage
Botanical Name: Juniperus prostrata and
Shimpaku/ Juniperus chinensis
Date Acquired by CBCS: 6/2021
Age: Unknown, but given the provenance,
probably 50+ years
Evergreen
Style: Twin Trunk/Sokan. Two trunks rise from
a single set of roots. The base of the trunks
generally touch and may be joined to each
other up to a short distance above the soil.
One trunk is usually taller and thicker than the
other, and both are clearly visible from the
bonsai's front.
Donor:
Thieme)

Bob Hilvers. (Purchased from Ray

BOB HILVERS,
CBC Curator
This bonsai’s primary appeal for
me is the historical origins of the
tree.
The original artists are
virtually unknown in the presentday bonsai world, but are
extremely talented Japanese
American pioneers of early bonsai
practice in the US. Having less notoriety than
contemporary bonsai practitioners of their time
(early 50’s-mid-60’s), virtually all surviving
examples of their art are in private collections
in the eastern US.
This one could be
considered a hidden gem and extremely rare.
Additionally, the styling of this bonsai
represents an antiquated approach that is no
longer used in bonsai design. The trunks seem
to exhibit disharmony, diverging away from one
another. Yet clever use of proportion and the
unity of origins of the trunks and common
depiction of age in the jins and sharis all
contribute to a curious harmony of image.
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Umenori & Kiyoko Hatanak
California Bonsai Pioneer

CBCS 98
Original Artist: The Hatankas as reported by Ray
Thiem
Common Name: Trunk Prostrate Juniper and
Shimpaku juniper grafted foliage
Botanical Name: Juniperus prostrata and Shimpaku or
Juniperus chinensi
Date Acquired by the CBCS: 6/2021
Age: Unknown, but given the provenance, probably 50+
year
Evergree
Style: Twin Trunk/Sokan. Two trunks rise from a single
set of roots. The base of the trunks generally touch and
may be joined to each other up to a short distance
above the soil. One trunk is usually taller and thicker
than the other, and both are clearly visible from the
bonsai's front

While John Naka is famously considered to be
the “Father of American Bonsai,” Doug Paul of the
Kennett Bonsai Collection asserted that “Umenori
Hatanaka will be remembered as the greatest of the rst
generation bonsai artists of the early period of California
bonsai artistry.” Notably, the work of both he and his wife
Kiyoko is highly regarded. Both of the Hatanakas were
among the select invited by John Naka to join the newly
formed California Bonsai Society in 1962.
In 2020, one of Kiyoko’s bonsai made headlines
when it was one of two historically signi cant bonsai,
described by the
curator, Aarin
Packard,
as
“priceless treasures,”
that were stolen and
later anonymously
returned to the
Paci c Rim Bonsai
Museum near
Seattle.
Mrs.
H a t a n a k a ’ s
silverberry bonsai
was cultivated in
1946. “Bonsai has
predominantly been
a male activity, at
least in Japanese culture where ikebana, the Japanese
art of ower arranging, was what the women would
practice. And so for a woman to be doing bonsai in the
late '40s or mid-'40s is also rare," Packard said
As a bonsai museum, the Clark Collection
strives to present a spectrum of bonsai species and
styles encompassing the history of the art form in
California from its earliest days to the present. (See
“What is the Mission?” on page 6.

Donor: Bob Hilvers. (Purchased from Ray Thieme

*Grafting is often used to combine the strengths of two
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different plants. For bonsai, grafting is used for a variety
of purposes: to add a branch in a speci c place, to
replace foliage with a preferred variety, to enhance the
roots or to create a new tree combining desired
characteristics of both plants, as is the case with this
bonsai.

Kiyoko with the
Hatanaka bonsai
collection in 1997

PEDESTAL 2

BONSAI OF THE MONTH

CBCS 082

LEGACY COLLECTION

Original Artist: Sherwin Amimoto (1947-2006) was a
senior aerospace project engineer and avid bonsai artist
who was a student of John Naka and had a particular
interest in California Junipers. His article on collecting the
species was reprinted by the South Coast Bonsai
Association:
http://310scba.blogspot.com/2007/02/cajunipers-sherwin-amimoto.htm
Common Name: California Juniper
Botanical Name: Juniperus Californica

The picture above (note the difference in “front” and
trunk orientation)
was featured in GSBF’s Golden
Statements Magazine in 1997, the year before the
bonsai won the Ben Oki International Design Award in
1998. Mr. Oki studied bonsai under renowned bonsai
master John Naka and became his right hand man, and
internationally known in his own right for his rugged,
freeform style and ne detail work. He was also the
founding curator of the bonsai collection at the
Huntington. The International Ben Oki Design Award for
excellence in bonsai design quality was established and
sponsored by Bonsai Clubs International and the
American Bonsai Society.

Date Acquired by the CBCS: 10/30/08
Age: Estimated to be 300+ years
Evergreen
Style: Sharimiki/Driftwood This style portrays a tree with a
significant part of its trunk bare of bark. In nature, trees in
the sharimki style are created by disease, physical
damage to the trunk, weathering, and/or age. At least one
strip of live bark connects the foliage and living branches
to the root system to transport water and nutrients. The
bare trunk areas give a strong impression of age
regardless of the the tree’s conformation, so driftwood
bonsai often fall outside of the conventional styles in shape
and foliage.
This bonsai is especially notable for its
elaborate, elegant deadwood contours and tenuous
connection to the earth.

Donor: Linda Amimoto
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Sponsor: Linda Jacobsen

This is the most
recent picture of
the Amimoto
bonsai after
being
transplanted into
its new hand
made pot,
chosen for its
unique glaze and
rustic styling.

PEDESTAL 3

Before

After Ryan Neil’s Styling

CBCS 27
Artist: Ryan Neil. (See Artist Biographes)
Common Name: Sierra Juniper
Botanical Name: Juniperus occidentalis
Date Acquired: November 2017 Unworked material
Age: Unknown
Evergreen
Style: Informal Upright/Moyogi: The trunk and branches incorporate visible curves, but the
apex, or tip, of the tree is located directly above the trunk’s entry into the soil
Donor: Scott Chadd

PEDESTAL 4

Left: The Ernie Kuo bonsai before it lost the smaller of its twin trunks
Right: With the lost branch turned into a jin
CBCS 09
The Golden State Bonsai Federation’s Clark Bonsai Collection at Shinzen was honored
to be chosen to receive an Ernie Kuo California Juniper on loan from the National Bonsai
& Penjing Museum in Washington DC.
Artist/ Maker: Sze Ern “Ernie” Kuo (See Artist Biography page ___)
Common Name: California Juniper

Botanical Name: Juniperus Californica

Date: Loaned 3/16. Age: Collected in 1980 from Tehachapi Mts,
8 years in training on 10/1/90
Evergreen
Style: Slanting/Shakan In nature a result of the wind blowing in one dominant direction
or when a tree grows in the shadow and must bend toward the sun, the tree will lean in
one direction. The trunk is straight like that of a bonsai grown in the formal upright style.
However, the slant style trunk emerges from the soil at an angle, and the apex of the
bonsai will be located to the left or right of the root base. Driftwood/Sharimiki This
style portrays a tree with a significant part of its trunk bare of bark. In nature, trees in the
sharimiki style are created by disease, physical damage to the trunk, weathering, and
age. At least one strip of live bark must connect the leaves and living branches to the
root system to transport water and nutrients. The bared trunk areas give a strong
impression of age regardless of the tree's conformation.

.


6


On Loan from the National Bonsai & Penjing Museum in Washington DC.

PEDESTAL 5

Before Re-styling

After Re-styling and Change of ”Front

The Sierra Juniper, also known as the western juniper, is native to the western United
States, growing in mountains at altitudes up to 10,000 feet. At these high altitudes, they
are slow-growing and snow-covered about 5 months of the year. This tree was collected
by Scott Chadd in 2003 when it was a shrub about 5!"in diameter. He estimated it to be
200-300 years old when he gathered it from the Tahoe National Forest. In 2018 Scott
donated it to the GSBF Convention where Internationally known bonsai master Bjorn
Bjorholm styled it. More work was done later when Bjorn visited Scott’s Lotus Bonsai
Nursery. Scott and Bjorn put it in this big bonsai pot, leaving room for the material
beneath what can be seen. The bonsai was purchased in May, 2022 and the CBCS’
current visiting bonsai professional consultant, Todd Schlafer worked with Curator Bob
Hilvers to re-style it, changing the “front,” but following Bjorn’s original design plan.

CBCS 031
Artist/ Maker: Bjorn Bjorholm/Restyling by Todd Schlafer (See Artist Biographies)
Common name: Sierra Juniper

Botanical Name: Juniperus occidentalis

Date Acquired: May, 2022

Age: Est. 200-300 years

Evergreen:
Style: Shakan / Slanting
In nature a result of the wind blowing in one dominant direction or
when a tree grows in a shadow and must bend toward the sun, the tree will lean in one direction.
The slant style trunk emerges from the soil at an angle, and the apex of the bonsai will be located
to the left or right of the root base.
Donor: CBCS Purchase from Lotus Bonsai Nursery

”	

See You Tube Video of Re-styling in May, 2022

PEDESTAL 6

A NOTE FROM BOB HILVERS, CBCS CURATOR: This is one of my favorite bonsai incollection. It was originally styled by Katsumi Kinoshita, in my opinion perhaps one of the most
natively talented bonsai artists in the US. I particularly appreciate Kats’ subtle yet definitive “wind
influenced” styling of this tree. It captures the very essence of mature Monterey Cypresses that
have there upper canopies sculpted by on-shore winds. The original source of this tree was
collection from private property in the Del Monte Forest on the Monterey Peninsula, so it is
considered Yamadori [literally “collecting plants in the mountains” but is loosely translated into
gathering plants from the wild]. As the original artist is Japanese, it is also part of our Legacy
Collection which is comprised exclusively of bonsai created by Japanese and Japanese
American artists. Kats gifted this tree to the Clark Bonsai Collection some years back when the
Collection was located at the old Clark Center for Japanese Art and Culture (the original home of
the CBC).

CBCS 064
Artist/ Maker: Katsumi Kinoshita (See Artist Biography)
Common Name: Monterey cypress
Date Acquired: 4/12/ 12

Botanical Name: Cupressus macrocarpa

Age: Estimated to be 70+ years

Evergreen
Style: Wind influenced/Fukinagashi This style describes a tree that appears to be affected by
strong winds blowing continuously from one direction, as might shape a tree atop a mountain
ridge or on an exposed shoreline. The windswept characteristic can be applied to a number of
the basic styles,
Donor: Katsumi Kinoshita
Sponsor: Scott Kominer

PEDESTAL 7

Upper left: The bonsai before styling by Ryan Neil.
Lower left: The bonsai after Ryan’s re-styling using the
John Naka sketch for the nal stage of its development
(Black and white sketch in the middle.)
Upper Right: How the bonsai looks now after being
transplanted into a pot and at an angle more like John
Naka sketch.and groomed for exhibition

This California Juniper was collected by Howard Latimer (former Fresno State Botany professor and
early member of the Fresno Bonsai Society ) with John Naka (considered the “Father of American
Bonsai) in Sand Canyon in the Tehachapi Mountains in 1978. It was estimated to be 150-200 years
old at that time. This bonsai has the distinction of being featured in John Naka’s seminal publication,
Bonsai Techiniques II in 1982. He sketched three images showing three steps in the progression of the
bonsai’s styling. Trees collected in the wild to become bonsai are termed “yamadori.” This bonsai is in
a semi-cascade style which re ects trees that are found in nature on cli s or on the banks of rivers and
lakes. The trunk grows upright for a small distance and then bends downwards/sidewards. The apex of
the tree extends just at the level of, or beneath, the lip of the bonsai pot. Due to its unique history and
provenance, it was borrowed by internationally known bonsai master and former Visiting Bonsai Master
to the Clark Bonsai Collection, Ryan Neil, to be featured in one of his Bonsai Mirai live streamed
programs in 2018.

CBCS 066
Artist/ Maker John Naka’s Original Design Restyling by Ryan Neil (See Artists’ Biographies Pages
Common Name: California juniper.
Date Acquired: Spring 2019.

Botanical Name: juniperus Californica

Age: Collected in the 1970’s Sand Canyon near Tehachapi

Evergreen
Style: Han-kengai/Semi-cascade
The apex of the tree extends just at the level of, or beneath, the
lip of the bonsai pot. It does not fall below the bottom of the pot.

ff

fl

fi

Donor: Howard Latimer

PEDESTAL 8

CBCS 106

See its Story on the next page

Original Artist/ Maker: Vincent Owyoung et al Major Re-styling by Ryan Neil 3/1/17
Common Name: Juniper
Botanical Name: Juniperus
Date Acquired: 9/14/15
Age: 70+ years
Evergreen
Style: WFukinagashi/Wind-swept This style describes a tree that appears to be affected by
strong winds blowing continuously from one direction, as might shape a tree atop a mountain ridge
or on an exposed shoreline.
Donor: Vincent Owyoung

PEDESTAL 9

This is a California juniper collected in the Jawbone Canyon area of the high Mohave desert. The question most
frequently asked by visitors is “What is the oldest bonsai?” The answer is always a guess, except for the very
few bonsai in the Collection that were grown from seed. The rule of thumb for estimating age in California
junipers, depending on their environment, is that the diameter of their trunk will increase by about an inch every
75-100 years, so this one is quite old, about 1000 years. However, it has only been a bonsai for about 5 years,
making it both one of the oldest trees and one of the youngest bonsai. Its twisting and contorted deadwood is a
testament to its age and struggle for survival, both of which are highly valued by bonsai artists. The absence of
termite runs and worm holes is further evidence of its age because very old, slow growing California junipers
have very hard wood and high resin levels that protect the tree from these invaders. The collector and artist is
David Nguy, well-known for his work with California junipers and black pines. His training includes studying with
some of the internationally foremost bonsai artists. He is known for his skills and advanced techniques found in
his signature trees. The Bonsai Jidai Nursery created by he and his wife June is located in Chino, California.
CBCS 026
Artist/ Maker: David Nguy
Common Name: California Juniper
Botanical Name: Juniperus californica
Date Acquired: April 2016
Age: Estimated 1000 years
Deciduous/Evergreen: Evergreen
Style: Slanting/Shakan: The trunk is straight like that of a bonsai grown in the formal upright style. However,
the slant style trunk emerges from the soil at an angle, and the apex of the bonsai will be located to the left or
right of the root base.
Driftwood/Sharimiki: This style portrays a tree with a significant part of its trunk bare of bark. In nature, trees in
the sharimiki style are created by disease, physical damage to the trunk, weathering, and age. At least one strip
of live live bark must connect the leaves and living branches to the root system to transport water and nutrients.
The bared trunk areas give a strong impression of age regardless of the tree's conformation, so driftwood
bonsai often fall outside of the conventional styles in shape and foliage.
Donors: David and June Nguy

PEDESTAL10

Monterey Pine at the time of its intake, after initial and then later restyling by Ryan Neil

CBCS 097 LEGACY COLLECTION

Bonsai within the Collection created by Japanese immigrants
and/or Japanese Americans and maintained in the style of the original artist in so far as that is possible to
provide an historical spectrum in keeping with the mission of a bonsai museum.
Artist/ Maker: Katsumi Kinoshita Restyled by Ryan Neil (See Artist’s Bioographies)
Common Name: Monterey Pine
Botanical Name: Pinus radiata
Date Acquired: Summer 2016
Evergreen
Style: Moyogi/ Informal upright
The trunk and branches incorporate visible curves, but the apex, or
tip, of the tree is located directly above the trunk's entry into the soil line.
Donor: Richard Brustlin

THE MONTEREY PINE SPECIES AND
THE THREAT IN ITS NATIVE RANGE
Pinus radiata, the Monterey pine, is a species of pine native to the Central Coast of California and
Mexico (Guadalupe Island and Cedros island). It is an evergreen conifer in the family Pinaceae.
P. radiata is a versatile, fast-growing, medium-density softwood, suitable for a wide range of
uses. Its silviculture reflects a century of research, observation and practice. It is often considered
a model for growers of other plantation species. It is the most widely planted pine in the world,
valued for rapid growth and desirable lumber and pulp qualities.
Although P. radiata is extensively cultivated as a plantation timber in many temperate parts of the
world. it faces serious threats in its natural range, due to the introduction of pine pitch canker
(Fusarium circinatum).
It is native to three very limited areas located in Santa Cruz, Monterey, and San Luis Obispo
Counties. The three remaining wild stands of Monterey pine proper are infected and under threat
of extirpation from pine pitch canker caused by Fusarium circinatum, a fungal disease native to the
southeast United States and found (in 1986) to have been introduced to California. When trees
begin to die of the disease, they attract bark beetles which provide a pathway for infection of other
trees. In some stands, 80–90% of trees are infected.
In recent years, there has been some hope for the future survival of this species in its native range
when it was observed that some trees may contract a minor case and in time recover. It is
possible that using selective breeding of Monterey pines that have exhibited a natural resistance
to pine pitch cancre the species may once more thrive in its native environment.

PEDESTAL11

CBCS 079 LEGACY COLLECTION
Bonsai within the Collection created by Japanese
immigrants and/or Japanese Americans and maintained in the style of the original artist in
so far as that is possible to provide an historical spectrum in keeping with the mission of a
bonsai museum.
This tree is known to have once been owned by Toichi Domoto having been purchased from
him by local bonsai artist, Ray Thieme. Mr. Domoto, owner of a Camellia nursery in
Hayward California, or his wife, planted this tree in a bonsai container in early 1939 or late
1940. In early 1942, along with all Japanese Americans living on the west coast of the USA
were detained and relocated to internment camps. The Domoto’s left their nursery/home
and all their possessions, including this bonsai, in the hands of a non-Japanese employee.
Upon their return after the war, they found their nursery, home, possessions including this
bonsai intact. A very rare occurrence as most Japanese Americans lost everything during
this dark episode in our history. This bonsai is one of only two documented to have been
owned by a Japanese American prior to WWII. Another much older one is in the Pacific Rim
Bonsai Museum. It appears that all others were lost.
Artist/ Maker: Ray Thieme/ Domoto. (See Artist’s Biographies)
Common Name: Trident maple Botanical Name: Acer burgerianum Date Acquired: 5/15/13 Age:
79-80 years Deciduous
Style: Chokkan Formal upright The tree has a straight, upright, tapering trunk. Branches progress
regularly from the thickest and broadest at the bottom to the finest and shortest at the top. This
gives the branches a triangular shape and symmetry which is sought after for a formal upright
style.[7] There should be strong surface roots visible, moving from the base of the trunk downward
into the soil, and radiating evenly around the trunk (preferably with none pointing directly toward
the viewer)
Donor: Bill Clark

PEDESTAL12

Intake Reference Photo

HANGING SCROLL

YAMADORI: literally means #collecting plants in the mountains” but is loosely translated
into gathering plants from the wild. Yamadori is the most coveted type of bonsai because of
its unique characteristics.

CBCS 120

SPONSOR: TODD SCHLAFER (4/21/22-4/21/24)

Artist/ Maker: Todd Schlafer. Styling 4/20/22
Common Name: California Juniper

Botanical Name: Juniperus Californica

Date Acquired: 1/14/17. Donated as Unworked Material
Age: Estimated age
Evergreen
Style: Sharimiki / Driftwood
This style portrays a tree with a
signi cant part of its trunk bare of bark. In nature, trees in the sharimiki style
are created by disease, physical damage to the trunk, weathering, and age.
At least one strip of live bark must connect the leaves and living branches to
the root system to transport water and nutrients. The bared trunk areas give
a strong impression of age regardless of the tree's conformation, so
driftwood bonsai often fall outside of the conventional styles in shape and
foliage. While this tree was collected from the desert of the high Mojave, its
styling was Inspired by the ancient Bristlecone Pines of the White Mountains
of the Eastern Sierra's, home to the world's oldest living trees. Some of
these gnarled and twisted trees are over 4,700 years old, making them some
of the oldest living things on the planet.
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Donor: Richard Ramirez

PEDESTAL13

This bald cypress was about 50 years old when it
was collected from a swamp in Florida.
Trees
collected in the wild for bonsai are termed
“yamadori.” This bald cypress bonsai is extremely
rare because it has “knees,” distinctive structures
formed above the roots in the slow moving waters of
swamps and bayous.
It is believed that they add
stability.
Most bald cypress bonsai were not
collected with the knees intact. This species typically
grows with a Christmas tree-like conical top, but the
tops are often knocked off by Florida hurricanes,
resulting in a “flat top” style. The CBCS team has
been developing the domed shape you see now.
Some special bonsai acquire a nickname. This one
was dubbed “Swamp Monster” because of its origin
and size. However, it earned a second name when
docent Tessa Cavalletto adopted it. She named it
“Diana Ross” because it reminded her of Ms Ross’
iconic Afro and elegant gown at her most famous
New York Central Park concert.

CBCS 016
Artist/ Maker: Ray Thieme.
Current styling by CBCS staff
Common Name: Bald cypress
Botanical Name: Taxodium distichum
Date Acquired: 5/10/10
Age: Estimated age 65 + years
Deciduous Rust colored fall foliage
Style: Moyogi/Informal upright The trunk and branches incorporate visible curves, but the
apex, or tip, of the tree is located directly above the trunk's entry into the soil line.
Donor: Bill Clark

TOKONOMA

SUMMER TOKONOMA DISPLAY

HANGING SCROLL
“A King sher Flying over
Summer Grasses”
Donor:
Chuck Nelson
SUISEKI (Viewing Stone)
in
DAIZA
(Carved Wooden Base )
Donor:
Bob Hilvers
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SHITAKUSA
A small potted plant used
to accent a bonsai or
suiseki in a seasonal
tokonoma display

